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THE NEW LOOK IN CATALOGING: PUBLIC'S NIGHTMARE 


by Wolverine 


Let me first assure you that this indictment of library catalogs is no 
case of sour grapes -+ that I am not one of those dopes who look in the catalog 
under Miller to find a book by Millarson, and who conclude upon not finding it 
that whoever made the catalog must have a hole in her heade Noy after a year 
of library school and three years cataloging experience there is little in a 
catalog that I personally cannot find. It is for the public that my heart 
bloodse 


Tle are prono to think that our patrons are shockingly stupid about catalog- 
ing, as indeed they arce But now and then a chilly suspicion crcoeps over mo 
that we may not be so terribly bright, if we fail to communicate intclligibly 
what information is available in the library. This is what wo are paid to do; 
this is what wo spend our days trying to do, at the taxpayers’ oxpcnse; and if 
our mothods cannot achicve our purpose, we ure either incompetents or we are 
charlatans and gyps, preying on a bemused pudlic's nebulous belicf in culturce 


Consider tho modern library catalog += it is at once too inadequate, too 
complex, and too awkward. Full of arbitrary subject headings (chosen out of a 
language of 400,000 words), complicated scrics, cross reforenees (already too 
bulky but always too few), poculiar filing systems, translitcratcd titlo-pagos, 
analytics, open entrics, bound-withs, variant cditions -- it is all vory logically 
done, but the patrons are all vory puzzlcde Look at the pcople who are oxpectod 
Se cope with all this -- oven leaving out cxtrome cascs like the student who 
asks wondcringly, "What is the catalog?" or the Ph.D. who inquires whothcr books 
on education will be found listed undor Education, or the profcssor who undor- 
stands catalogs perfectly but cannot find the second volumo of a sct because 
it is bound in a different color «= loave all such aside and there are still 
Sho thousands of patrons who cannot spell, cannot alphabctizo, who only got a 

‘che from a subject liko Bibliography - Bibliography - English litoraturce; 
“ciao look under Painting for Van Gogh's works, who cannot find a modern Egyptian 
Dialects = Egyptian; who are pardonably exasperated when sent by a sce-also 
crossercofcrenee to the samc titles under a different subject heading. Some of 
the difficultios we can rectify, with more cross-references; but we can nover 
hope to teach people spelling or to outguoss 211 their montal processese 


Look at the catalog card itself -- to the catalogor a masterpicco of 
concise information, to tho public only hieroglyphicse Many patrons cannot 
distinguish the title from the imprint; thoy think the collation is a line of 
piod type; the tracings at the bottom they dimly conceive to be some sort of 
critical comment on the booke 
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THE NEW LOOKeee Cont. 


The Library of Congress, arbitor of cataloging styles, is going to simplify 
the cardse But what do they do? Thoy put capital letters in difforent places, 
thoy writo le instoad of 2 pele, thoy abbgcviate Hofbuchdruckcrei to 
Hofbuchdre, they add to tho card a now moss of symbols which intcrost nobody 
but the Copyright Office. This plan is no answor to our probloms; library 
users do not stand to gain much on the dcale 


Nor is education of the public a hopeful solutione Some arc too dull, 
ond nearly all aro too busye My husband happens to be a very smart boy, and 
he has practically no difficulty finding matcricl in a library. This is bocauso 
I hunt up his references, enlist the aid of my fellow librarians, locate the 
books and articles, and open them to the correct page for hime Left to his 
own devices, it takes him at least an hour to track down his subject, c title, 
the call number, the place on the shelf whore the book should be <= and whon 
it is not there, being lost or at the bindery, his cursing is terrible to hcear. 
It scoms to mc that to find a library roally uscful, a patron must have cithor 
a yoar of library school and cxperience, or the possession of a porsonal 
librariane Neither is possible to all citizens. 


The fact is, I can think of no adequate solution; this is a picce of 
purcly destructive criticisme I only maintain that something more revolutionary 
than simplificd cards or more crossercforcnces is in ordor == perhaps 2 supor- 
Automat with a mouthpicco into which the patron can lisp his wishes and be 
revarded with a jackpot of books pulled from the shelvcs by infulliblo robots. 
Somcthing, I think, must certainly be done -- in more than one age an onraged 
populace has arisen to burn the books, the librerics, and, in all probsbility, 
tho librarians too. 


0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


The Hawaii Library Association Fall Mocoting was held at Waioli Toa Room 

21 October 25. In spite of tho pouring rain librarians flocked in to attend 
iittoresting business and section mectings, an excellont fricd chickcn dinncr, 
ud « stimulating after-dinner speeche . Tho Union List of Scrials project 

+ liscussed at tho gonoral moctinge In the soction meoctings, the Children's 
socoion heard Dre Ethel Hoecber, Director of Elementary education of the 
DPI; Mr. Jaggor of the Hawaiian Economic Foundation spoke to the Reference 
scetions and the Hawaiiana section discussed current pertinent matcrial 
recently published. Tho cvening speakor, Mrs. Margarct Hackfield, cxccutivo 
scerctary of the Mental Hygiene Society, spoke interestingly on the benefits 
of mental hygicne to individuals, and how it could be applied to coach 
individual. 


099000000000000000000 


As part of the intraining program of the Department of Public Instruction, 
the Edna Allyn Room of the Library was among the thirty-five participants in 
Vforkshops made available to the clementary school teachers of the KalihiePalama 
arcae Loaders of the various phases of the Workshop "Getting acquainted with 
childrents books" included Susan Taylor, Elisaboth Carcy, Elsic McDonald and 
Katharine McDole.e Scssions were hold wockly for six weeks. Topics considered 
ineluded a brief history of children's books, learning Amorican history through 
fiction, folk and fairy tales, picture books and illustrators, poetry, and books 
for today's child. About twonty-two teachers attended. Another Yorkshop was 
als» held under the supervision of Mrs. Cynthia Goisor 2f the Teachers’ Collogo 
Libroary, University of Hawaii. Participants in this Workshop discussed "Ways of 
introducing books t> children." 
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LEAVES FROM THE PAST 


by Florence Harshe 
Library of Hawaii 


That oft-repeated quotation of John Keats "a thing of beauty is a joy 
forever" is aptly illustrated by illuminated manuscripts, those exquisite 
hand=copied, hand-decorated books of the Middle Agese The history of books 
in manuscript covered a period of about nine centuries, beginning with Ste 
Benedict in 529. It is hard to estimate the cultural debt owed to the European 
monasterios for their work in proserving classical literature and in multiply- 
ing and distributing such books as survived. Later, the universitics and towns 
shared in this producing and solling of books. 


Tho transcribing of books was considered ao religious duty, and many 
monastic orders required cach member to devote a certain number of hours daily 
to labor in the scriptorium. Here with quill pen and parchment, tho scribos 
worked long and diligently (frequently copying even obvious ecrrors!). Keen 
competition sprung up between monasterics in thoir efforts to producc the most 
bcautiful and unique manuscriptse Such rivalry led to the production of some 
books with as many as twenty lines to the inch. The text was heightened by 
dolicate miniatures and by decoration in vivid colors, gold and silvor. 

Initial letters, first lines and titles were embellished and designs of flowors, 
leaves, fruit and animals wore added to enhance the books’ beauty. All these 
labors required endless skill and patience on the part of the transcriber. 

No wonder that the monk's personal message to the reader (knowm as the Explicit) 
sometimes contained such remarks as "Look out for your fingers! Do not put 
thom on my writing! You do not know what it is to write! It cramps your 

back, it obscures your cyes, it breaks your sides and stomach{" Or, again, 

"It is finishod. Let it be finished, and let the writer ¢>o out for a drink," 


Let is not be thought that the illtuainated manuscript existed only in 
Europee The Egyptian, Roman and Greek writings were often illustrated while 
the Porsisns, Hindus and Chinesc have many illuminated manuscripts of great 
boautye 


Roligious books, such as Bibles, choir books, psaltors, brcevisrics and 
missals wore produced for the most part. Books of hours were also in demande 
Such manuscripts wore froquontly givon to cxpress congratulations at royal 
marriages or as expressions of devotion from lords to their ladics. With 
their inlays of jowels and precious motals theso books had a high intrinsic 
valuc and wore, thereforo, favorite objects of pillage. With the invontion 
of printing the book no longer ranked high as an cxpression of arte According 
to William Dana Orcutt, however, illumination stands side by side with art at 
its best. 


From December 5 to 14 the Library of Hawaii will have on display « group 
of authentic illuminated manuscripts from the Otto F. Ege Collection. These 
leaves are offered for display and sale by the Staff of the Lima Public Library, 
Lima, Ohio. All carnings derived from such sales are turned into their Staff 
Loan Fund from which staff membors may borrow for travel and educational 
purposes or from which they may rocoive grants for library school. 


Editor's note: We urge those who arc interested to be sure to sce 
thesee The leaves of missals, breviarics and psalters are unique in 
their letters, delicate tracery and ornamental decoration. We own 
one, now -= of the year 1290 vintageses 
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THE "NEW LOOK" IN LIBRARIES 


It is good nows to librarians that the coxpansion movement is one During 
she past seven years librarics have boon acquiring more and more books with loss 
and loss space for storing thome This past yoar several librarics have becn 
piunning now buildings or ronovations; this next year should sce the realization 
of thaso planse 


Cooke Library, Punahou School, is ono of the librarics which is to undergo 
a transformatione Mrs. Clarissa Halstoad, head librarian, reports that tho 
waikiki lanai of the library building has already boen converted into an 
attractive room, whero the cataloging and accessioning of books now takes placce 
The new plans cell for the removal of the juvenile room into larger quurters in 
the basement, which will have its own entrance and faciliticse This is the 
beginning of the school library which will someday be a part of tho nov 
Elonontary School plant when it is built. The whole of the front of the 
library will be transformed into a large research contcr which students will 
usc for studying. The plans call for tho mauka study room to bo a reference 
room with omphasis on scionee and social studies, with the present library 

a conter for all Hawaiiana, and an audioevisual aids room adjoining the 

now reference section. Mrs. Halstoad tells us that Cooke Library is going to 
‘vvo an “open house" when the rconovations are completed, and that all librarians 
vill be wolcomed at that tince 


The Library of Hawaii started its plans for oxpansion with 2 now paint 
in the lobby, browsing and roference rooms, 2nd the art and Music cand 
Philosophy, Religion and Education departments. The Extension dcpertmont in 
the basonent is also much lightcor since it has becn painted. Plans have been 
rade for a now room to be added to the Kaimuki branch «= an auditorium, which 
will onublc the branch to offer more scrvice to its patronse The now Kalihi 
branch is still “on papor" but the site of the building haus beon docided sn; 
it is on woikiki side of Kalihi Stroct between School and King Strcoctse Mrs. 
Sutherland, assistant to the Librarian, says that the actual construction will 
not start until after the beginnimny of noxt year. The Library of Hawaii also 
has ca appropriation allotted for the building of a branch at Wainluae 


1 


Mrse Welsh, of the Hawaii County Library, Hilo, reports that their plans 
for a now library building sre also still on paper. However, those who have 
scon the drawings in the nowspapers of the plans for the building agree that 
it will be a vory attractive placce 


Kousi is also in the throes of planning -- appropriations have been made 
®or library buildings at Hanapepe and “aimean. We've heard too, that the HSPA 
library is going to let out its scans. 


So, fellow librarians, you can sce that the librsarics are planning to go 


placese If any of you have "intentions" would you please drop a line t2 the 
Journal telling of your projects so that we can print it in March? 


090000990000000000009000900000390909005 
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MINUTES OF THE FALL H. Le Ae MEETING 


October 25, 1947 


The Hawaii Library Association held its Fall Meeting Friday, October 25th 
at 3:30 P.M. at the Waioli Tec Roome The ::b-uter of the spring mecting wore 


> | 


read sand approvede 


Miss Recd from the Kauai Public Library and Miss Mary Melton, libraricn 
of the Volcano Research Association and the United States Park Service Library 
01 Hawaii, gave brief reportse 


is Miss Frances Hurd was resigning as sccretrry as she was leaving for 
2 position in Oakland Public Library, Miss Franccs Kenyon was announced as 
nov peice cl Miss May Wedemeyer was appointed tc line up new members of tho 


library profession. 


Miss Taylor, a visitor from tho Los angeles Public Library, and new 
ors of the Hawaii Library association wore introducocd. 


us the afternoon speaukor was unoxpectodly takon to the hospital for on 
eration, Miss Griffcy, the president, discussed tho now Unicon List of Scricls 
which has boon worked on by the Reference and Special Librarics soction. The 
history of the project, the nocd for it, snd the expense wore 211 broujht cute 
Wour ways were discussed as to how it could be printed --- by the University 
Pross, potting a foundation grant, by subscription, and solling advertisinge 
iirse Dabagh then showed a dummy copy of 350 pages and said it would cost cbout 
$1,800 for printing 500 copies, plus {150 or $200 more for bindinge A public 
stcnographer would charge $2,400 for 500 copiose The mecting was thon opon 
for discussione Mrs. Goiscr moved that the Reference anc Special Librarics 
Scction go ahead with the a and try to find o subsidy and approach a 
foundation for a grante This was seconded. Mrs. Davis moved that HeLesse £9 
on record as backing, tho project ‘deodiiag no oxpense was broucht against the 
HeLeiie The motion was secondcd. 


Mrse Sutherland moved that greetings be oxpressced to Mrs. Welsh, who 
was missing this HeLejie moctinjy. This was seconded. 


x booklet, “Exploring our national parks and monuments" 


Pfacnder moved the business mecting adjourn. The librarians then 
t> section mectings. 


after dinner, Mrs. Margaret Hackfield, oxccutive socretary of the Mental 
Hygicne Socicty, gave a very intorestins talk on nentcl hygienc. 


Rospectfully submitted, 


Frances Hurd, secretarye 
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NEW SPECIAL LIBRARY .T THE Hiui.II N.TIONAL PRK 


by Mary Melton, Librarian 


The library of the Havmiian Volcano Observatory and the Hawaii National 
Park had its beginning in the books, pamphlots, and reprints accumulated 
through the years by Dre Te Ae Jagger, dre, for many years volcanolorist at 
the observatory, and others associated with the »obsorvatory and the parke 
The pumphlet and reprint meatorials wore shelved by subjoct with scpa 
author and subject catalogs. as there was no systom of classification within 
the subject the arranrpoment was most unsntisfactory. In many cases duplicate 
copics of single itoms were shelved under different subjocts. 

The library is a special scicntific library with matcrials on the subjocts 
oi voleanclogy, scisnology, ceclogy, conservation, and rolated sciencese Thore 
is sn cstinated number of 10,000 titles of which, pcrhaps, five hunered arc 
Lound volumese Tho bulk of the matcrial consists 2f reprints fron publications 

ciontifie socictics and journals. Thore are als» publications of other 
Le: 210 obscrvatorics ani learned secictics, muscuns, govermacnt and park 
“i lt tiga periodicals and yvonoral reference books including the Encyclopxcdia 
jtumnica, llth cde Two completé bound sects of the Bulletin of the Hevaiian 
cano Observatory and of tho Volcanos Lottor and a file of the porivodical 
4. itschrift Pr Vulkanologic are valuable holdingse The majority of the colluc» 
tion is in English, but there is material in German, French, Italian, Spanish 
yvicse, Dutch, and a collection of works on voleanology in Russiane 


In December, 1946, the Board of Directors of the Hawaiian Volcan» Research 
aSs ciation appropriated money for tho s:lary of « librarian for the time roe 
quired to catalog and make useful the netcricls in the library, July 1, 1946, 
Mary Melton, former nomber of the library stsff cf the Univorsity of Hawaii, 
bogan hor dutics as librariane Carcful considoration was rivon the prelininary 
survey roport mado in February by Priscilla Griffey of the library staff of the 
University of Havaii, and with this report and hor recommendations in nind Miss 
Molton beran a thorough oxamination of the matcrials in the librarye Many hours 
wero spent going through the matcrials shelved in the pamphlet boxes and in the 
basonent store roome Although the reprints and panphicts hac been shelved by 
subjccts she soon discovered! that many vore out of place; duplicates were filcd 
untor different subjocts; some had not Scen shcolvede During the war the library 
ant had three consecutive foreed moves done by unskilled labor with inadequate 
supcrvision. .. careful check 2f 211 periodicals, governnent publications, 

S, onl continuations tas made. Current issucs 2f the poriodical and 
‘binuctions for the your, 1947, are now shelved on a table in tho library with 
'. issucs in storagee 


proposed eode for cataloging, the matcrial in the library bascd 2n the 
Rules was prepared after consultation with the scicntists at the 
and was approved by the supcrintcnicnt of the parke Simple cata- 
a minimum of notos is boing used. as cs rule title cards are not 
specific subject headings are used anil as s rule only ono subject 
. titlo. Tho Library of Congress list of subject headings is bein; uscd, 
2 subject heading list on cards is boing made as the Le C. list is too 
eral for all subjectse Library of Conzrcss printcc curds are bein: usod whenovei 
sillee The Dewey Docinal classification systcn with ccrt.in modifications 
agg In classifyin,;; the inatcricl subject is of prime inportancce Mono= 
: serial publications will be classificd as separates and scricls 
as sots will be fully analyzed. «4 vortical filc has boon organized, 
yut in ¢eneral the pamphlets are considered of sufficiont importanco and 
permanence to bo cataloy;ed in the royular collcctione 


The necessary library supplics sre being furnishod by tho parke Tho 
oo tion of the library is a peed project of the Hawaii N; ional Park 
the Hawaiian Volcano Research Associatione The library has n> but¢ot 
29 stited ancunt for the purchase a bookse Books arc purchased for tho 
le ction occasionally by tho park and with the funis of the Hawaii Natural 
ory Association, but tho libr=ry is mainly dependent upon exchange and 
for new natcrialse 
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NEW SPECL.L LIBRsRYeee Conte 


The library is located in the wing of the observatory building in the 
Kilsuca section of the Hawaii National Parke The materials housed in the 
observatory and offices of the park have been consolidated into ono collection. 
It is a reference collection for tho use of the observatory cand park omployccos 
snd visiting scicntists. Tho library matorials are valuable and sone rurce 
The Voleano Letter, a quarterly publication of the observatory in cooperation 
with the Univorsity of Hawaii, the no longer published Bullotin, cand tho 
special reports of the observatory aro supplicd through the library on exchange 
and to learned institutionse 
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LIBRARY ..CTIVITIES 
Huwaii County Library by Isabel Welsh 


The Hawaii County Library is still in tho same position wo h:ve been in 
since January 1942 -- short of staff. Miss Nclla Tucker returned to work the 
first of September, and Mrs. Isabel Yelsh the last of Octobor, both after 
oxtended sick leaves; but to balance the scales we cre now short 2 cataloror, 
‘“rse Dorothy McAlister, who went to Honolulu the first of Septcmber, and the 
first of the your sur children's librurian, Mrs. Helen Johnson, is taking « 
yo.r's leave of absence. and so wo go merrily <longbeee We huve been asked 
ty tho editor of the HeLese journc:l for & report on the progress of sur ncw 
library. We can reply to that query with one word, "static".e. Book Wock was 
cclcbrated here in the restrained manner madc necessairy vy our crowdod quartcrs. 
a vory attractive cxhibit featuring the now books for childron was arranred by 
iiss Sylvia Cherlock. Largo numbors of children from the necror schools cance 
in by classes and wore cntcrtainod by storics ane records from the childron's 
record collection. The library was practicslly given over to them in tho 
mornin;, hours, Mirse Johnson or iliss Tuckor ccting cas hostosscse 


arrny Library Service by Louise Grove 


lliss Cathcrine Green, former Chicf Librerian, AGFPaC, is with hor fonily 
in Fayetteville, Tonne She writes she is having 2 rest before considering 
-uuothcr position, but the offors are hard to resiste Sho asks to be romembcorod 
to .ll her fricnds in Hawaiieee Our Headquarters is now officially dosi;nated 
~S Library Depot Hqse, US:RP:C, and is at Fort Shaftcreee Iiiss Dorothca 
Surtecs is the new Command Librarian, USARPACe She calls tho East hor hone, 
and comes to us fron Camp Kilmer, where sho received the Award for Moritori.j:s 
Scorvicceee Miss Geneviove Friday has been appointed Supervisor, Ficld Soction 
Librsrics. Miss Friday has just completcd a tour of duty in tho ETOcee 
Tire Eugene McKnight, Library Officer and Chicf Librarian when wo were desirncated 
as liidPac Library, is now Librarian at Riverside College, Riverside, Californine.. 
A11 the trmy Post Libraries cclebrated Book Weck with oxhibits and special book 
listse Mr. Samuocl MacLeod, the well-known Honolulu artist supervised the 
making of attractive book marks advertising cour army libraricse 


Local girl bursts into print: There is an interesting and amusing article 
by Jane Fairweather in the new Wilson Library Bulletin for November 1947. 
Jane, who is now chief Army librarian of the Far East Command, describes the 
difficulties and the amusing incidents which the Army librarians experienced 
in their service on Pacific islands, and in Japan. The article is illustrated 
with photographs of different “island libraries." It was nice hearing from 
you, Janel 
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LIBRaRY ..CTIVITIES.s Conte 
Library of Hawaii by Edith Irvin 


Several changes in staff have boon made in the past two monthse Miss 
Frinces Hurd left with her mother on the Novombor 7th Matsonia to mako her 
home in Californiae Frances writes that sho is enjoying her work at tho 
Glenview Branch of tho Oakland Public Library, and that she and hor mother 
hive purchased a home in ilamodaeee Mrse Dorothy Mcilister, formerly with 
the Hawaii County Library is now a nember of our staff. Shoe is doing both 
roforence and cataloging worKeeelirse Betty Snith left to take a position as 
the librarian of the Hawaiian Economic Foundctioneee Miss Thelmc. Passo took 
charge of the Reference Desk on November le Miss Florence Harsho has takon 
Miss Passo's place in charge of tho Loan Doskeee The Extconsion departnont 
announces the oponing of a now station at Kailua. This station will givo long 
necded service to rosidents of Kailuc, Lanakai and surroundins countrye Loi 
Stevenson Becker, formerly on our stcff, will be in chargeeee The Librury 
had a busy and successful Book Weck, with book and postor displays, flower 
arrancenents attractively dono by mombors of Gregory Conway*s classes, and 
noon book reviowse The Friends of the Library held an auction at the beautiful 
heme of Mr. and Mrs. Yaltor Frear on Thursday, Novembor 20. Bork Tiock was 
climaxed by a large reception given Friday cvening, November 21 at the Librury 
in honor of Hawaii's authorse Tho guests wore entertained by 2 witty and 
cmeing speech by Dr. Stanley Porteus on the "Waikiki Triter's Itch". 


000 
EDITORIAL MUSINGS 


There's nothing like being an editor, if one wants to gather all the in- 
side dopee.. We feel slightly like a horse who, minus his blinders, sees that 
there are other horses around=-and they are not the same color he is, nor are 
they following the same route he takoSeee The HeLeAs meeting showed that you 
can't keop a good librarian down, evon by drowninge We would have been better 
off in slacks and “duckfect" than in nylons and opcn-tocd pumpse An oxcellent 
dinner (cven though some of those lanai diners did almost got swopt away). 

Wo thank the Exccutive Committce of the H.L-A. for an informative, congenial 
and successful meotingeee Book Weck, November 17-21, had for its theme "Books 
for the World of Tomorrow", and was the incentive for posters, oxhibits, book- 
lists and books galoreee. Re tho Army Library Servico--Ye Ed. would like to 
now who is the little man responsible for the constant change of namo and 
i-itialse Now we havo USARPAC, and we are having a bad time with that R in 

middle. How many times docs this makc, Louise Ge?ese Nothing like this 
Lilustery and rainy weather to make us wonder why we didn't do our Christmas 
“hopping in Juncoeeand does Santa Claus intend to woar a raincoat? 

000 


& 
TO 
each 
and every 
momber of the 
HeLeAsy QA Vory morry 
Christmas, and 2 happy and 
prosperous Now Yoar.e Hcre's theo 
hope that the librarians 
get the money that they want, 
the books that thoy necd, and the 
perfoct library users that thoy pray fore 
In 1948, may your library gluc 
always stick, your callenumbers al- 
ways be correct, and your choiccst books be 
sofe from the patron who leaves books on the bus 
or loans thom to the friend who gocs 
to the mainland the noxt weeke This is the 
Christmas that wo hope every librarian's droam 
comes truc, that no-one gives her a book because "Yo 
know how much you love to read"$ A Morry Christmas to all. 
XXXXXXXX 
XXXXXXXX 
XXXXXXXX 
FROM THE HeLeA-e EDITOR 





